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experiences to relate, the impression made is a more or less favourable one., even against the will of the narrator.
The expedition to Glasgow brought on a serious relapse, causing grave anxiety to both Parliament and army during the month of May. And as Cromwell would not listen to a proposal that he should delegate some one to do his work for a time, Lord Fairfax despatched his own coach to Edinburgh with two doctors.* The doctors "were exceeding affectionately enter-. tained by my Lord, as they deserved/"5 says a letter of the time. " My Lord is not sensible that he has grown an old man/' f says another writer from the army. "But if it please God to restore him now, I hope we shall prevail with him to favour himself, f The time for favouring himself, however, was not come yet, and in truth never did come. On June 5th he was able to drive out in his coach. It was indeed time for him to bestir himself, if at all possible. The [Royalists everywhere were making such efforts as they could, though much more feeble than believers in the divine right of kings and the instinctive loyalty of subjects had expected. The Earl of Derby, titular King of Man, was laying his plans in his island fastness, and was relied upon to raise a large part of Lancashire to reinforce Charles, if only the Royalist army could break through to England. Presbyterian London was honeycombed with intrigue, and it was hoped that a road thither might be smoothed for a covenanted king. To Cromwell it was reported that Argyll and Huntly had gone north, expecting to raise additional levies of 15,000 men. He was now much perplexed, or, to use his own words, was " waiting upon the Lord, and not knowing what course to take/' He would try again to tempt the enemy out of Stirling southward, or force him to do battle for his encampment at Torwood near Bannockburn.
Accordingly, at the end of June, the army took to the Pent-land Hills again, and came down to Linlithgow. On July 2nd they left that town for Falkirk and Torwood. They could get plenty of skirmishing; but a stand-up fight they could not get. Bogs, and brooks, and finally entrenchments enabled the enemy
* One of these was George Bates, who afterwards reviled the memory of his patient.
t He is sensible enough of it, as we have seen. But he will not show it while " the Ark and Israel and Judah abide in tents."
J " Cromwelliana." abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open fields : shall I then go to mine house, to eat and to drink ? As thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing." These were the words that prompted in Oliver
